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Assignment One: Book Review of Beyond Preservation, by Andrew Hurley 

In 2010, Andrew Hurley’s book Beyond Preservation: Using Public History to Revitalize 

Inner Cities was released. In it, Hurley makes the case for using different forms of public history 

with historic preservation in inner city revitalization projects. Some of the ways Hurley argues this 

can be done is through oral history projects, public archeology, adaptive reuse through community 

revitalization efforts, historical research and public interest in interpretation of that research, and 

cooperation between community members and planning organizations. His overarching argument 

in employing public history is to prioritize the people within a significant and/or historic area of a 

city. Hurley throughout his book recognizes that historic structures, buildings, and landscapes are 

important and are worthy of preservation activities, however, he goes beyond this idea by 

established justification for public history as a means of inclusion and diversity into historic 

preservation and planning.1 

Andrew Hurley presents an interpretation of historic preservation through the public 

historian’s lens. Hurley views preservation activity as a connection to a larger system of events 

and processes. This gave preservation and historical groups the option to make connections 

between history and current social questions and issues.2 A current example of this phenomenon 

of using history to inform current social patterns is with the question of confederate monuments 

across the United States. On October 4, 2017 in Memorial Hall at the University of Kentucky, a 

series of lectures and discussions were on the issue of confederate monuments in Lexington. The 

discussion was led by four faculty of the university, Emily Bergeron, Anatasia Curwood, Wallis 

                                                
1 Andrew Hurley, Beyond Preservation: using Public History to Revitalize Inner Cities (Philadelphia, PA: Temple 
University Press, 2010). 
2 Ibid, 38. 
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Miller, and Amy Murrell Taylor.3 Shortly after this series of discussions, on October 18, 2017 the 

City of Lexington removed its two confederate monuments from the Court House Square in 

downtown, John C. Breckinridge and John Hunt Morgan.4 Take Back Cheapside is an organization 

that was pressing for the monuments removal since 2015 with the mission of telling the story of 

Cheap Side, one of the largest slave markets in the south.5 His interpretation does a great deal to 

expand past physical structures of historic significance and goes to include the people involved 

with those sites. This act of preservation is directly connected to city planning and public history 

as Hurley discusses because of its shared authority of African American history at the physical site 

of Cheap Side in Lexington, Kentucky. 

A shared history in public spaces contrasts with traditional ideas and practices of historic 

preservation. Where Hurley argued for a social continuum within the Old North St. Louis 

community, suggesting that the built environment can provide insight to how the community has 

lived and evolved over time, the National Register listing and more traditional theories of historic 

preservation in the United States focus on the material manifestation of the built environment onto 

the landscape, putting all attention to architectural styles, designs, materials, and to a lesser degree, 

architectural forms.6 The National Register nomination in its description of significance makes its 

case on the communities architectural identity.7 A local example is the Bluegrass Trust of Historic 

Preservation and its work on Pope Villa in Lexington, Kentucky. The Bluegrass Trust has been 

                                                
3 University of Kentucky, College of Arts and Sciences, “Year of Civics and Citizenship in the 21st Century: Keys 
to our Common Future,” accessed March 4, 2018. https://commonfuture.as.uky.edu/whose-past-monuments-and-
memorials-ina-changing-society. 
4 CBS News, “Lexington, Ky. approves plan to move Confederate monuments,” accessed March 4, 2018. 
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/lexington-kentucky-approves-plan-to-move-confederate-monuments/. 
5 Lexington Hearld-Leader, “In a surprise move, Lexington removes controversial Confederate statues,” accessed 
March 4, 2018. http://www.kentucky.com/news/local/counties/fayette-county/article179392076.html. 
6 Hurley, Beyond Preservation, 75-76. 
7 Laura Aldenderfer and Carolyn H. Toft, “SS. Cyril & Methodius District,” National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory/Nomination form. Landmarks Association of St. Louis, Inc., Missouri, September 22, 1980, 12. 
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adamant about restoring Pope Villa back to its date of construction, focusing on Benjamin Henry 

Latrobe as the most significant aspect of that properties history.8 It is only viewed as a building 

designed by Latrobe and does not look at the greater application of the building to Lexington, as 

Hurley would argue that it should be. 

Hurley’s interpretation of preservation using public history is much more inclusive of the 

people and the culture associated with the historically significant resource, rather than just focusing 

on the architecture left from previous generations. It is important to include the people living at 

these locations, because they are the ones who have been in these locations the longest and know 

the area the best, including its history, its current population demographics, and potential ideas for 

future needs and uses. Sometimes preserving a historic resource in a specific frame of time is 

appropriate and might be best suited for that property, Mount Vernon for example. However, in 

its greater practice, historic preservation needs to expand past traditional preservation practices 

and branching out to communities and the people of these sites by shifting roles. Having 

community members be the experts of their communities and the professional preservationists 

being facilitators of the action rather than the expert. 

This discussion of public history as a facilitator of preservation within a city begs the 

question, how does this fit into preservation planning and zoning? Preservation planning, a 

subcategory to general governmental planning on the local, county, and state levels in this context, 

is a document that accounts for future needs and plans for the betterment of that location. So, 

preservation planning can benefit from Hurley’s interpretation of preservation activity by putting 

the overall focus of planned preservation activity onto the historic communities of a location rather 

                                                
8 Bluegrass Trust for Historic Preservation, “Pope Villa,” accessed March 4, 2018. 
https://www.bluegrasstrust.org/new-page-26/. 
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than only planning for the retention and possession of historic buildings. This then creates a more 

diverse populace involved with historic preservation within planning because the people of 

significant sites are prioritized over the historic buildings. 

Hurley identifies community action as city planning, and public history/historic 

preservations intersect at a grassroots level of engagement. This engagement is translated into local 

non-profit organizations that fight for proper planning of their community into the greater network 

of the city.9 This often includes minority groups based on race, ethnicity, and gender who have not 

been included into the discussion of local planning of historic locations in the past. To this 

recognition, Hurley makes another point, that inclusion of minority groups will not solve all 

problems presented to preservation planning.10 What diversity in preservation planning can do, 

with public history as a mechanism for their preservation, is to help towards identify locations 

within a city that are home to, or significant to minority groups and work towards their betterment 

and inclusion within the city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
9 Hurley, Beyond Preservation, 96. 
10 Ibid, 165. 
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