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Advocacy Assignment 
 
I hope to submit this letter to the editor of The Record, Stockton’s newspaper. Growing up in 
Stockton is what set me on this career path to begin with. That I now have a chance to advocate 
for preserving its historic buildings is an incomparable joy. By way of background, the City of 
Stockton has seen a complete 180-degree turnaround in the past four years or so. Before Detroit, 
Stockton had been the largest city in the United States to declare bankruptcy when it filed the 
paperwork in 2012. Now, it is listed as one of the most financially sound cities in the United 
States. Much of this turnaround is thanks to Michael Tubbs, a 28-year-old graduate from 
Stanford University. He was a city council member before becoming the mayor of Stockton in 
2016 at the age of 26, the city’s first African American mayor and the youngest African 
American mayor in the country.  
 
I had the pleasure of working with Michael back when we were both in high school. We worked 
with in the youth drug prevention program for San Joaquin County. Although I haven’t been in 
touch with him for a decade, we still have mutual friends. I would lie if I told you I don’t take 
special pride in his success and seeing someone my age—someone I actually know too—become 
so influential is inspiring.  I’ve been meaning to get back in touch with him and talk about the 
future of Stockton’s heritage, but having moved 400 miles away and getting bogged down in life, 
I haven’t had the opportunity. With the work he has already done (he was instrumental in the 
effort I discuss below and the previous adaptive reuse project with Weber 40), I am sure he 
would be an ally in historic preservation efforts. Perhaps I will use this letter to the editor as a 
means of reaching out to him once again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emily Bergeron




Letter to the Editor 
 
As a professional historian and fifth-generation Stocktonian, I was excited to hear the recent 
announcement that the old Medico-Dental building in downtown Stockton will soon be 
rejuvenated as a mixed-use space. As The Record reported on May 24 following Mayor Michael 
Tubbs’ State of the City Address, this historic building is to follow the example of the Weber 40 
project, which in 2016 adapted two existing historic buildings in downtown Stockton for use as 
affordable apartments.  
 
The City of Stockton and local developers seem to have finally caught on to what many cities 
across the country have already found: the future of urban renewal lies in the past, in the brick 
and mortar of historic buildings. A multi-year study by the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation has recently found that city streets with a higher density of smaller, occupied 
historic buildings like we have in Stockton had significantly higher percentages of small business 
and new business jobs than those streets with modern, larger buildings (like multi-story office 
complexes). It’s no secret that the eclectic, frequently cheaper spaces available in historic 
buildings are very attractive to new or local startups. 
 
And downtown Stockton still has an abundance of these buildings to choose from. A historic 
resources survey conducted in 2000 identified 84 surviving buildings that dated from the 1930s 
or earlier, many even dating to the 1880s and 1890s. Not only do these buildings represent the 
cultural heritage of the city and its people, but also a significant source of untapped potential. If 
the Medico-Dental building project is any indication, Stockton is already on its way to realizing 
the benefits of preserving its past. 
 
Sources 
http://www.stocktongov.com/files/HistoricResourcesSurvey%20Vol_1.pdf 
 
https://savingplaces.org/stories/preservation-tips-tools-older-smaller-better-new-findings-
preservation-green-lab#.WxROiYoh3IU  


