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“I don’t understand how they would turn their back on something like that,” explained Mark 
Francis,” a local artist who began his career with help from the Kentucky Folk Art Center (KFAC). 
“The state of Kentucky really deserves that place.”  
 
“I think it’d be a great tragedy if this place closed,” explained Matt Collinsworth, the center’s 
former director.  
 
The Kentucky Folk Art Center has been in trouble since funding cuts led to staff reductions in 
2016. The governor’s recent budget proposal, which completely slashed state appropriations 
for the center, put the organization on life support. Collinsworth remained hopeful despite net 
losses of three hundred thousand dollars—the center’s entire operating budget. That was 
January 2018. And the situation has only gotten worse. Collinsworth is no longer employed at 
the Kentucky Folk Art Center. The organization is currently staffed by a single administrative 
coordinator. It remains unclear whether plans to cobble together limited funding from the 
university and city will be successful.  
 
Many believe that university president Jay Morgan is not taking the museum’s situation 
seriously. Josephine D’Amato Richardson, an advisory board member, said that “he wants to 
bring the collection and distribute it throughout the campus to decorate buildings with. It’s like 
he thinks this is Michael’s or Hobby Lobby. I’m being painfully honest with you. He repeated 
that a number of times.” The Kentucky Folk Art Center deserves better.  
 
KFAC is the only art museum in eastern Kentucky. The center, located in the historic Union 
Grocery building on west 1st street, and housing nearly fourteen hundred pieces by artists 
across the region, plays an important role in preserving eastern Kentucky’s cultural heritage. 
KFAC reaches more than ten thousand K-12 students each year with its educational 
programming. And its exhibitions have traveled to museums in cities across the country. The 
center has brought economic development to the region. Former artistic director and curator 
Adrian Swain said that “KFAC pioneered [the] development of a national market for Kentucky 
folk art, which has helped lift numerous artists out of poverty.”  
 
KFAC, as local artist Misty Marie Skaggs put it, “needs your support against bureaucratic art 
smashing fascists.” 
 
You can help. Let President Morgan and Mayor Trent know that you support KFAC!   
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