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You've learned a bit more about preservation, its history, and the traditional framework for its practice.
This is not necessary where preservation is going. We have seen in the past year that things like the
federal historic preservation tax credit have been under threat. Although there was a fear that the
HTC would disappear completely, it was spared, though limited in impact by being spread across a
five year period. If such an incentive had gone away, preservation could have been in trouble in some
arenas - at least in big-P preservation. Fortunately, preservation, like everything else, is constantly
changing. But how?
What preservation issues you think are just now breaking onto the horizon.  What are the new
movements, issues, and challenges that you think forward-thinking preservationists should be
preparing to address in the next 10 to 20 years?  And how do you think we should address them?
 
You may use your choice of formats for this post.  If you would  prefer a video or a podcast, please
make it last between one and two minutes.  If you are preparing a written post, please make it roughly
300 words.

Unread % & ' ( Subscribed 
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" 

         

          Two (2) historic preservation issues that are breaking the horizon include funding for
acquisition and development of historic properties and structures, and energy efficiency
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implementation for historic buildings. These two issues are not new by any means, but are
important to the advancement of historic preservation. 

            The funding programs help to promote historic preservation and archaeology in Indiana
and the United States by providing assistance to projects that will aid the states in meeting its
goals for cultural resource management. For example, of Indiana’s annual Historic Preservation
Fund allotment, about 60% is set aside to fund a matching grants program and cooperative
agreements to foster important preservation and archaeology activities.

            Grant funding programs for acquisition and development projects include the preservation,
rehabilitation, restoration, and acquisition of National Register-listed properties. This category is
often referred to as “bricks and mortar money,” and is used to help save buildings and structures
that are severely threatened or endangered. Properties not listed in the National Register are not
usually eligible to receive federal grant funds for historic preservation projects.

            The concept of energy efficiency in historic buildings is not new. Building owners of historic
structures have dealt with changing fuel supplies and the need for efficient use of these fuels. The
days of cheap and abundant energy of the 1940’s and 1950's. Today with energy resources being
depleted and the concern over the effect of greenhouse gases on climate change, owners of
historic buildings are seeking ways to make their buildings more energy efficient. These concerns
are key components of the area of sustainability. This term refers to the ability to maintain the
environmental, social, and economic needs for humans. The topic of sustainable building practices
and green technology is a very broad topic. Energy efficiency improvements to historic buildings
are an important aspect when making informed decisions in historic preservation efforts and
projects. When considering energy efficiency of historic structures; windows, doors, insulation, and
roofing systems are always the main concerns.

            Funding for these types of improvements are also challenging when considering the
energy efficiency aspects of a project. Actually the "green technology" portion of these projects will
help it score more points in the scoring criteria of these funding programs.

            The knowledge of the funding programs and the understanding of the energy efficiency
improvements in historic buildings will help historic preservationist transition into the new horizons
of historic preservation.            
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I agree. I was in Long Beach this past weekend, and thinking about the difficulty involved in
saving these enormous old buildings, and the ability to use green technology to make them
energy-efficient without losing their character must be key to bringing them into today. Long
Beach has a great preservation community, but there are so many of these big 1920s
buildings and it's not possible to reuse them all. There is a beautiful but gargantuan building
designed by Meyer & Holler, the architects who designed Grauman's Chinese Theater in
Hollywood. It's been empty for years and is deteriorating badly on the outside. Right next door
they are doing new building. How nice it would be if there was a cost-effective way to turn that
Meyer & Holler building into an example of going green and keeping its character.

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6919038)Kathleen McCourt

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6919038)

May 27, 2018
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" 

Dave, in your experience, do you find that the companies who are hired to do the work are
more or less inclined to work on a historic building? I ask because I have found that external
contractors doing roof work, foundation work and everything in between, might find the extra
sensitivity of working on a listed or potentially listed building to be a pain (I'm speaking as a
witness in meetings between the CRM of a military base and the contractors). On the other
hand, I think that it should be seen as a good thing, a bonus for their portfolio, to be able to
advertise that they can and have worked on historic buildings.

Or does your company do all of the work in-house?

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6925058)David Kieser

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6925058)

May 28, 2018
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" 

Contractors that bid on this type of work have expertise in rehabilitation of historic
buildings. Our firm is strictly a design firm and we assist the project owner with the bidding
process. Contractors that bid on this type of work will never stray away from bidding on it.
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" 

Dave - You're going to be the sustainability guru for this semester! I like that what you have
indicated here is a problem and solution. You have it all covered here - that HP is
environmentally, economically, and socially beneficial. The cool thing about preservation is
also the idea of passive green design. We used to build to accommodate our environment, but
"progress" made this less of an obstacle. It is helpful for people to be able to learn from
historic architecture. 

It is interesting to see that the disparate experiences here in terms of contractors. I have seen
both sides - people that are frustrated with the idea of the constraints associated with meeting
preservation requirements for purposes of things like historic tax credits. I have also seen
some amazing restoration firms that give me faith that there are still craftsmen out there. 

There are some restrictions with greening historic buildings that I am sure you have come
across - e.g. districts that won't allow people to incorporate solar panels or use more
sustainable materials. 

I am looking forward to seeing this green perspective threaded throughout the class!

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6921255)Antone Pierucci

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6921255)

May 22, 2018

" 

To me, one of the most pressing issues facing preservation is engagement.

This comes from my museum background, where the debate over how to address the growing
disparity between what museums provide their communities and what those communities want
has been raging for a number of years. It's no secret that visitorship to art museums has been
steadily decreasing in the past two decades (https://hyperallergic.com/421968/is-art-museum-
attendance-declining-across-the-us/),  (https://hyperallergic.com/421968/is-art-museum-

attendance-declining-across-the-us/),) and recent research into visitorship to historic sites shows a
similar decline (https://humanitiesindicators.org/content/indicatordoc.aspx?i=101)
(https://humanitiesindicators.org/content/indicatordoc.aspx?i=101)) . Even for those sites that have
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seen a slight increase in visitorship, those increases certainly are not on par with the rapid
increase in the U.S. population.

Put simply: Americans are less likely to visit historic sites and other museums than ever before in
the past 30-40 years.

Why? Well, for one, we're not providing what visitors want or expect to be given. A recent study
(https://culturetrack.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/CT2017-Topline-Deck-1.pdf)
(https://culturetrack.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/CT2017-Topline-Deck-1.pdf)) has shown that the
definition of "culture" is expanding exponentially, with new cultural consumers expecting more from
those places usually identified as cultural (including historic sites and museums). This study found
that the single greatest motivator for partaking in a cultural activity is HAVING FUN, followed by
having an interest in the content and, tying for third, experiencing new things and feeling less
stressed. These motivators cut across the generational divide, with audiences of all ages placing
those four motivators at the top for their list of reasons for partaking in a cultural activity.

Another explanation for a decline in visitorship? A lack of diversity. In that same study, the #1
obstacle that stopped people from partaking in a cultural activity was the perception that "that
activity is not for me." This can be from a lack of diversity in what we offer a historic sites, how we
interpret those sites (too many rich white men narratives), but also who is actually doing that
interpreting (i.e. who preservationists are). In that study, 82% of people of color said that they were
more likely to stay away from an activity because it doesn't reflect people of a range of
backgrounds. With America's demography set to change significantly over the next 3 decades
(http://time.com/3730385/census-projections-diversity/),  (http://time.com/3730385/census-

projections-diversity/),) this issue of a diverse workforce will only become more pronounced. 

Fewer visitors to historic sites and museums means fewer potential supporters of historic
preservation. More frightening, such a systematic decline might reflect a similar decline in how
people value historical resources.

How do we address this issue? I don't think there is a single good answer to this question, but to
start, there needs to be a national, comprehensive study on visitorship to historic sites and history
museums that elucidates the motives behind why people visit in the first place and why others
choose not to. We can't know how to change until we know what the problem is. Second, we need
to break down the barriers to employment in the preservation field so that in the future, more
people of color and those from diverse backgrounds can find employment in this industry (the
preponderance of underpaid, or worse unpaid, internships and early career jobs are a form of self-
segregation that prevents many less fortunate from seeing this career as viable).

And I realize I am 200 words past the 300 word limit--so I'll stop!

https://culturetrack.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/CT2017-Topline-Deck-1.pdf)
http://time.com/3730385/census-projections-diversity/),
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(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6917788)

May 24, 2018
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" 

Tony, interesting points, and this ties in a bit with what I said below about trying to engage a
younger generation. It's all about making the cultural resource relevant to people and making
it possible for them to experience the "feeling and association" of the resource. 

I  hear you about people wanting a site to be fun, and that can be a huge challenge. (In fact,
you've now convinced me that might be our greatest challenge going forward!) Will the
Winchester Mystery House now become the gold standard for "fun" National Register sites?

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6921255)Antone Pierucci

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6921255)

May 26, 2018

$ Reply 

" 

I think making an experience fun doesn't necessarily require going too far off the deep end
(although it fits the Winchester Mystery House perfectly because the owner seemed to
have gone off the deep end!). I think that by just listening to your community and
understanding that the issues academics might find interesting often aren't what the public
want to experience.

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)Emily Bergeron

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)

Jun 1, 2018

" 

Don't feel the need to stop at 300 words! You have a lot of good information here. You
should look into some of the heritage tourism data the NPS has put out - its quite
interesting. Also the visitor experience literature is really quite interesting. There is a
TON of information you will be able to find on experience expectations, motivations,
and learning outcomes. You might also look into the Northeastern Recreation
Research Symposium. 
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Re. making the visitor experience fun - its quite a difficult thing! Education - at sites
and just education in general - has become tricky in that you have to learn how to
create engaging materials. Exhibit design has become like film production! I have
seen it done well (the TR inauguration site in Buffalo, NY and Eastern State Penn in
Philly come to mind) and I have seen some really terrible edutainment sites. I'm glad
to see someone engaged in trying to create a valuable and enjoyable experience!

Also - not sure if this has anything of interest, but when Routeldge did a World Book
Day free giveaway I downloaded this Museum Meanings
(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/files/89714028/file_preview?annotate=0) 

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/files/89714028/file_preview?annotate=0) .
Could be interesting! 

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6917788)Krista Van Laan

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6917788)

May 24, 2018

" 

I would imagine that dealing with cuts in government spending on services and preservation
activities is one of the biggest challenges preservationists may have to face. President Trump’s
proposed budget, with Historic Preservation funding cut by sixty percent, was a hot topic of
discussion in the news this spring. In my own city of San Jose, California, I see that interest in
preservation can seesaw wildly from one political term to another. After many years of a strong
preservation movement, the city flouted preservation practices to favor developers and went years
without a Historic Preservation Officer, all the while leaving untouched a fund that had been
allocated for a survey.

I believe that to succeed, the preservation movement must step up its efforts to appeal to young
people. Findings such as those discussed in Older, Smaller, Better: Measuring How the Character
of Buildings and Blocks Influences Urban Vitality, a 2014 report by the Preservation Green Lab in
association with the National Trust for Historic Preservation show that “young people love older
buildings.” It’s may not be enough to simply live in an older building; the young person may need
to become aware of the history and significance of the building he or she lives in. The awareness,
the ability to see something you might pass every day without noticing it, can mean the difference
between simply living in a place because it’s affordable, and appreciating a place for its beauty
and uniqueness and historical significance. Let's figure out ways to educate without preaching,
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provide information in ways that are interesting, and tap into the passion of future generations.

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6925058)David Kieser

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6925058)

May 24, 2018
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" 

   Green Technology must be implemented into historic preservation projects for the ongoing
operation and maintenance of these historic buildings. The capital costs are always the most
important expenditure for the project, however the ongoing operation and maintenance of the
facility must be accounted for in the process. Green technology components helps in the
reduction of these costs. 

   

  

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6925058)David Kieser

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6925058)

May 24, 2018

$ Reply 

" 

   In addition federal funding for all types of historic preservation projects is currently at an
all time high. The funding for historic preservation is usually included as an eligible activity
as a part of a larger grant program. An example of this would be the Community
Development Block Grant Program.   

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6921255)Antone Pierucci

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6921255)

May 25, 2018

$ Reply 

" 

I couldn't agree more! The Riverside County Parks District sets aside a percentage of it's
reserves each year for energy efficiency projects. I'd like to tap into that fund. What sort of
"green" upgrades are standard for historic buildings?
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May 25, 2018
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" 

Green technology upgrades would include the following elements:

1. Roofing Systems

2. Replacement windows with energy efficiency ratings

3. Doors

4. Insulation systems with a high R-value

5. Lighting systems

 

These are just a few of the green technology elements that can be integrated into the
historic preservation project process.       

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6919038)Kathleen McCourt

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6919038)

May 27, 2018

$ Reply 

" 

I really wish that solar was more of an initiative! 

My boss at a previous job was able to receive grant money to light a 1860s
historic building with solar, even incorporating the (1920s) knob and tube wiring. 

Is solar just too expensive?

 

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6925058)David Kieser

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6925058)

May 28, 2018

" 
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Solar power is deemed to be to expensive for the historic preservation
process and therefore is not an economically feasible alternative for these
types of projects.

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)Emily Bergeron

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)

Jun 1, 2018

$ Reply 

" 

I like your suggestion here of "education without preaching" - which you have placed in the
same requirement of engaging with people/communities. Very important to HP. Preservation
communications needs some work - its questionable as to whether or not the field is getting
the message out. It doesn't have to be a stodgy, elite practice! But this is often the face of
preservation in our communities. 

Funding is, unfortunately, always an issue. Even the Federal Historic Preservation Tax Credit -
we managed to hold onto it, but its now stretched out over a 5 year period. This makes it less
appealing. 

 

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)Emily Bergeron

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)

Jun 1, 2018

" 

Re. the green - I think that its a long term investment! Solar and preservation aren't
always friends in terms of things like design guidelines either. 

There is some good info out there on solar and HP! Here are a few things: 

https://www.nps.gov/tps/sustainability/new-technology/solar-on-historic.htm
(https://www.nps.gov/tps/sustainability/new-technology/solar-on-historic.htm)  

https://www.citylab.com/solutions/2012/06/can-solar-panels-and-historic-
preservation-get-along/2364/  (https://www.citylab.com/solutions/2012/06/can-solar-

panels-and-historic-preservation-get-along/2364/)  
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https://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/05/27/historic-architecture-vs-clean-energy/
(https://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/05/27/historic-architecture-vs-clean-energy/)  

http://www.achp.gov/sustainabilitylinks.html
(http://www.achp.gov/sustainabilitylinks.html)  

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6921991)Jean Cooper

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6921991)

Jun 2, 2018

$ Reply 

" 

I love your sentence about figuring out how to educate without preaching.  At my museum and
my library, we're calling it "secret education'.   On the surface, it looks like we're just putting
out games and computers for the kids.  But there is actually content there and if the parents
get involved with their child and the game, our passive learning centers have taken on an
interactive role.  At one of our museums, we have a playroom for kids and a big sign that says
"Child friendly, not child proof" to remind everyone that although this is a historic site, we have
toys for role playing here and it's okay to touch and be goofy in this area.  Our staff also just
opened a sensory garden that includes an area for archaeology (including a sifter) and
another spot just to play in the dirt.  

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)Emily Bergeron

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)

Jun 2, 2018

$ Reply 

" 

Secret education is a fantastic term!

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6921991)Jean Cooper

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6921991)

May 24, 2018

" 

Wow! This is such a broad question that covers a wide range of issues from politics to education
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and also covers a big size range from large urban areas to small towns and it’s really hard to cover
it all. First, politics are always going to be part of preservation issues on every level.  The debate
rages over where to best spend tax dollars and if giving incentives to private owners to preserve
and rehabilitate historic structures is the best use of those funds.  Being in a smaller town and
working at a historical society gives me some insight on the importance of education.   Our
intergovernmental agreement (IGA) with the village allows us to have a working relationship with
public works crews so that we can address maintenance needs with our limited budget.  However,
we sometimes run into staff who believe that spending money on our projects takes money away
from developing new properties for financial gain.  We need to educate not just the public on our
mission but also government staff on why preserving and rehabbing old properties can be an
economic gain for everyone.  We have also seen older homes (post Civil War and newer)
languishing on the sale market.  Outreach and education can be done with real estate agencies to
help promote the importance of these properties.    I also believe that without trade education
about preservation, we are starting to lose valuable skills and people who can work on older
buildings.  In the Preservation Leadership Forum, Tom Mayes wrote an essay Why Do Old Places
Matter? Economics and stated his argument that historic places add benefits to a community that
can’t always be shown in terms of dollar value but rather a wide array of everything from dollars to
the intangible sense of community and beauty.  So as preservationists, we need to tackle the
education of policy makers, real estate agents, community leaders, and even teachers so that we
can keep and maintain a variety of historic sites throughout the community.

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6921255)Antone Pierucci

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6921255)

May 25, 2018

$ Reply 

" 

Good point on trade education. Can you imagine if preservation trade skills were included in
certain certifications for contractors? That alone would help disseminate the importance of
historic fabric. 

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6925058)David Kieser

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6925058)

May 25, 2018

" 

Historic preservation professionals must be certified in Indiana in order to work on historic
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preservation projects and to conduct Section 106 reviews for federally-funded projects.
Indiana Landmarks also requires this for their funding programs. The Qualified
Professional designation gives a level of confidence to the funding recipients that their
project is going to be completed in a professional and systematic manner.   

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6921991)Jean Cooper

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6921991)

May 25, 2018

$ Reply 

" 

I wish we could include trade education at high schools. Not every kid has the means or
drive to go onto college.  It would be a good skill builder and if preservation trade skills
were included in certifications for contractors, a great way to build jobs.

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6922962)Sarah Curry

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6922962)

May 25, 2018

$ Reply 

" 

I love your point on who we need to educate, particularly policymakers. Some cities have
historic preservation offices, but most do not. How do you think we can educate policymakers
if we're not in the room? Do you think grassroots movements are sufficient?

Also, awesome point on trade education! My husband is in construction management, and
many of his peers are daunted by historic projects (let alone the actual tradesmen). There was
nothing in his university education on preservation. I think many developers, like the public in
general, don't think about preservation very much. We need to find ways to make developers
our allies, rather than the threat. Perhaps licensing is a good start (which again we need
policymakers for!)?

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6925058)David Kieser

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6925058)

May 25, 2018

" 

Only the larger cities have preservation offices. The majority of the communities that we

https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/discussion_topics/12067907#
https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6921991
https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6921991
https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/discussion_topics/12067907#
https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/discussion_topics/12067907#
https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/discussion_topics/12067907#
https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6922962
https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6922962
https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/discussion_topics/12067907#
https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/discussion_topics/12067907#
https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/discussion_topics/12067907#
https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6925058
https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6925058
https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/discussion_topics/12067907#
https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/discussion_topics/12067907#


1/5/19, 2(45 PMTopic: Where we've been and where we are going.

Page 14 of 24https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/discussion_topics/12067907

$ Reply 

work in have Historic Preservation Commissions that we helped establish. I am a part-
time Professor in the  Construction Engineering Program at Purdue University and we do
teach historic preservation components as it relates to construction technology. Licensing
only occurs if you are a professional engineer or architect. In Indiana a person has to be a
Qualified Professional to practice historic preservation.  

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)Emily Bergeron

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)

Jun 2, 2018

$ Reply 

" 

Two comments. First re. your statement that "We have also seen older homes (post
Civil War and newer) languishing on the sale market." People think preservation is
overly restrictive - that if you live in a historic district or if your building is listed on a
register that you will lose all control over what you do. There are restrictions - and
some boards of architectural review do give preservation a bad name (e.g. I have
seen a BOAR tell someone what kind of curtains they can have in front windows - far
exceeding their authority). More often than not this isn't the case. This is where
education about preservation in general comes into play. 

Regarding trades education - I couldn't agree with you more! There are a few
programs around the country for such things. And NCPTT has some great
workshops. One of the courses here at UK takes students to Pine Mountain to learn
about dry stone wall construction. There needs to be far more training available for
this. 

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6922962)Sarah Curry

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6922962)

May 25, 2018

" 

As with almost everything, social media has changed the public’s relationship to preservation.
Since both benefits and harms come with increased public awareness of historic locations and
monuments, preservationists must recognize the role social media will continue to play in the
future.
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In Utah, Bears Ears National Monument has been influenced intensely by social media. Bears
Ears is in southeastern Utah, surrounded by several national parks and small ranching towns. The
location is sacred to many Native American tribes, and the monument boasts more than 100,000
archeological sites. The site received monument designation in 2016.

In April 2015, outdoor retailer Patagonia released a film centered on Bears Ears. National
awareness of the (not yet protected) site spiked. Visitors poured in to view the site, snap pictures,
and participate in outdoor recreation. Stories of southwestern Native American heritage began to
be shared and heard by many individuals who knew little or nothing about these cultures. In
essence, the popularization of the location enabled a marginalized group to access the public in a
way it had never before. As we learned in our reading this week, much of the preservation work
done in the past has been focused on Anglo-European traditions. Social media can assist in
changing the public’s perception of what qualifies as elevated significance. By introducing these
previously marginalized stories to a wider audience, preservationists can continue to make the
field more inclusive to all histories.

However, there are challenges associated with social media and preservation. When Patagonia
released the film and tourists increased dramatically, Bears Ears became more vulnerable. Even
since its designation in 2016, vandalism and theft has continued. Nearby national parks such as
Canyonlands and Arches have also seen an increase in destruction as Bears Ears visitors stop by.

As preservationists learn to harness social media as a tool to increase equity in the field, they
must recognize the potential harms that come from a site “trending.” The biggest challenge with
social media is that interest in a site can emerge literally overnight. Preservation resources that
may have been sufficient may suddenly not be enough (the depressing cliche, "we need more
funding" is true). Additionally, preservationists can to use social media to educate. With it, we can
help the public become “preservation literate” and learn to engage with history in a responsible
way.

Bears Ears Resources

https://savingplaces.org/collections/11-most-endangered-2016#.WwhWsWaZMcg
(https://savingplaces.org/collections/11-most-endangered-2016#.WwhWsWaZMcg)

http://www.patagonia.com/new-localism/bears-ears.html  (http://www.patagonia.com/new-

localism/bears-ears.html)

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/05/business/patagonia-trump-bears-ears.html
(https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/05/business/patagonia-trump-bears-ears.html)

https://www.fs.fed.us/sites/default/files/bear-ears-fact-sheet.pdf
(https://www.fs.fed.us/sites/default/files/bear-ears-fact-sheet.pdf)

https://savingplaces.org/collections/11-most-endangered-2016#.WwhWsWaZMcg
http://www.patagonia.com/new-localism/bears-ears.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/05/business/patagonia-trump-bears-ears.html
https://www.fs.fed.us/sites/default/files/bear-ears-fact-sheet.pdf
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Edited by Sarah Curry (https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6922962) on May 25, 2018 at 2:52pm

$ Reply 

https://www.pressherald.com/2016/04/29/vandals-carve-graffiti-on-famous-arch-at-arches-
national-park-in-utah/  (https://www.pressherald.com/2016/04/29/vandals-carve-graffiti-on-famous-

arch-at-arches-national-park-in-utah/)

 (https://www.pressherald.com/2016/04/29/vandals-carve-graffiti-on-famous-arch-at-arches-national-

park-in-utah/) https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/25/travel/bears-ears-utah-politics-trump-
national-monument.html  (https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/25/travel/bears-ears-utah-politics-

trump-national-monument.html)

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6921255)Antone Pierucci

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6921255)

May 26, 2018

$ Reply 

" 

Bears Ears also highlights the role politics plays, and will continue to play, in preservation!

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)Emily Bergeron

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)

Jun 2, 2018

$ Reply 

" 

The Dakota Access Pipeline was another great use of social media. The Bears Ears case
is really an important one for so many reasons, thanks for bringing it up. It is a great
example of advocacy - there was a lot of action on the ground in Utah, Patagonia and
several other outdoor outfitters caused a large retain convention to leave Utah over the
conflict, environmental and preservation organizations all over the world spoke up... there
was a lot of mobilization. There are a number of cases currently in court over the
reduction of the site. Its also an important case in that there are bills being proposed to
severely restrict the ability of the president to declare national monuments. This has been
the case before, but the threat is coming increasingly closer to the doorstep of
preservation. 

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)Emily Bergeron

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)
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Let me also add another resource to the Bears Ears list: 

 

Keeler, J. (2017). Edge of Morning: Native Voices Speak for the Bears Ears. Salt
Lake City: Torrey House Press. 

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6919038)Kathleen McCourt

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6919038)

May 27, 2018

" 

"Forward-thinking preservationist" is such a great paradox. I have often struggled with how I can
consider myself a progressive in some ways but the opposite in others. To me, having an
appreciation of the past to see where we have been and how we got to the "here and now" is the
answer. But I can also understand that for others, all that matters is that we have arrived,
electronic devices, central air, refrigeration, online shopping and all. Getting people who are
disinclined to care about history to do so is always a challenge. For me, it was my love of epic,
sweeping (and many times inaccurate) historical films that set me on this path- many of which
portray the unpleasant events. 

I very much appreciated Max Page talking about preservation of the sites that remind us of the
uncomfortable events in human history. He mentioned, as an example, the slave auction at
Shockoe Bottom in Richmond. I encountered the same thoughts about preservation dilemmas
when visiting Nuremberg, Germany. Two sites, in particular, stood out to me: the Zepplinfelds and
the Reichsparteigelande. The Zepplinfelds was a rally location that is often-times shown in historic
photographs and potentially could be seen as a monument to the defeat of the Nazis. American
troops blew up the large swastika on top of the structure on (deceased) Hitler's birthday in 1945.
The other is a massive brick amphitheater that was meant to be Hitler's magnum opus parade
ground, unfinished and never used. Both structures are crumbling from disrepair but still visited.
This will be a hard decision for the Germans when they become dangerous and near-failing; do
they face their collective history by making a concerted effort to preserve these places, or do they
continue to let them degrade to show their distaste for their own past? In my opinion, the one that
was regularly used should be saved and interpreted, and the massive, never-used behemoth
should become an exercise in adaptive reuse, as it is attributed to the Nazi Documentation Center
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museum- rather than be left to crumble.

For America, I think that we are making an effort to face and interpret our uncomfortable past for
the sake of history, for example, with the new interpretative site at the location the Sand Creek
Massacre. Columbus Day has now been recognized as Indigenous Peoples' Day as a show of
recognition to the atrocities of early American colonization. World War II Japanese Internment
camps have been in the news in the past few years. More recently, a thought-provoking monument
was opened in Alabama for 805 known victims of lynching, especially poignant as they are
individual monuments, with names on them, suspended from the ceiling.

Not dissolving the HTC was a positive step, but it is unfortunately marred with many negative, anti-
preservation actions in the current administration. The Secretary of the Interior is proposing to
shrink our cultural monuments and to allow destructive industries into our natural spaces. Now as
ever, we must keep the HABS /HAER program active to document what we have and keep
programs like Certified Local Governments funded to ensure that most cities have local Historic
Preservation Officers to look out for their best preservation interests. It is most important to hold
steady what we have achieved since 1966 until we can tread forward again. And if America is
seen taking a hard look at the ugly as well as the pleasant, perhaps we can inspire the rest of the
world to do so themselves.

 

 

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)Emily Bergeron

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)

Jun 2, 2018

" 

Good questions - How do we get people interested in process to look to the past. I love my
iPad and my fridge. And having lived in a cottage in Ithaca, NY for 5 years that had no AC I
freely admit that to take away from a sweeping, epic film, - as God is my witness, I'll never go
with out air conditioning again! I think the suggestion about "secret education" that Jean
suggested above is a great way to bridge that gap. Or Sarah's suggestion about the
importance of social media. 

There are lots issues of balance that come up in preservation. For example, in communities
where jobs have left, where there is government disinvestment, where there are land rights
issues and treaty violations in Native America.... how do you get people -- or governments for
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that matter -- interested in preservation. These are some excellent issues you have raised
here.

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6921991)Jean Cooper

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/6921991)

May 27, 2018

" 

Hi all,

I have been reading all the posts on this thread with much interest. It's sometimes hard to
comprehend national issues so it's really wonderful to read what all my classmates are saying
about a variety of issues across the country. 

I'm including some links to a recent project in Naperville, Illinois that relate to this post and indeed
to pretty much everything in this class.  Nichols Library, a Naperville landmark, is considered to be
an endangered Illinois landmark building.  However, the cost of maintaining and preserving the
structure is high and given the growth in the city, land is at a premium for development.  Naperville
is a growing prestigious city with little open land left in the city center.   The story of Nichols Library
is full of twists but the latest story is an intriguing turn as to how developers can work within
opposition from the community.   The Daily Herald article from December 2017 contains this quote
from architect Anthony Yeboah "Downtowns will change," Yeboah said. "But it doesn't need to
change completely to an extent where we can't recognize our history." and it really resonated with
me as how preservationists and developers can find common ground.   I'm really glad that the
property owners are finding a way to keep the building and use it within their project.

Chicago Tribune/Naperville Sun, May
2017 http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/naperville-sun/news/ct-nvs-nichols-library-
mixed-use-development-st-0512-20170510-story.html
(http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/naperville-sun/news/ct-nvs-nichols-library-mixed-use-

development-st-0512-20170510-story.html)

Daily Herald, December 2017 http://www.dailyherald.com/business/20171208/architects-envision-
old-naperville-library-as-restaurant-welcome-center

Chicago Tribune, December 2017 http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/naperville-
sun/news/ct-nvs-old-nichols-naper-settlement-st-1210-20171209-story.html
(http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/naperville-sun/news/ct-nvs-old-nichols-naper-settlement-st-
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1210-20171209-story.html)

Chicago Tribune/Naperville Sun April 2018 http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/naperville-
sun/news/ct-nvs-nichols-library-landmark-endangered-st-0427-story.html
(http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/naperville-sun/news/ct-nvs-nichols-library-landmark-

endangered-st-0427-story.html)

Chicago Tribune/Naperville Sun, May 2018 http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/naperville-
sun/news/ct-nvs-center-park-place-st-0527-story.html

 

 

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)Emily Bergeron

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)

Jun 2, 2018
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" 

Developers and preservationists do get along... sometimes! It is for their benefit in many cases
because preservation pays. We will talk about the economic benefits of preservation in a
couple of weeks. 

A great book on these benefits is Rypkema's The Economics of Historic Preservation: A
Community Leader's Guide. 

Preservation helps local businesses and hires more local workers, it is one of the factors often
used to promote livability and attract people to places, it brings in tourism dollars... again -
we'll address this a bit later. But nice example - thanks for sharing.

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5167086)Elizabeth Kostrub

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5167086)

May 27, 2018

" 

In today’s day and age, the biggest issue that preservationists and historians face would be, in my
opinion, cultural appropriation and the racial unrest that are currently at the forefront of the news.
Diversity in general  is playing a large role in how preservation is being looked at. As stated by
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some of our readings, a lot of times those that want to preserve history look at it through rose
colored glasses. Nowadays, such idealized versions of our past are coming under increased
scrutiny. Through the best of intentions both present day and those in the past have wanted to
preserve our past for future generations, whether as a form of appreciation or respect or to learn
from it. As we move forward, some elements in the current generation (and hopefully in the future
as well) are more determined to bring about a more realistic view of history. This is seen with the
monuments being built to the victims of lynching in the south or the African American museum in
Washington D.C. On the other hand, there are other elements that promote a more restricted view
of history and art, either wishing to present an ideal to aspire to, or with an eye to create a product
that is easier to sell to affluent patrons, a strategy that seems to guide the new exhibits in the
Brooklyn Museum. This approach presents a narrower, perhaps even biased reality, at a time
when it is important that future generations realize that there are many sides to a story that
deserve to be preserved/remembered and not just our idealized format. This could be seen as a
challenge since it means that those doing the preservation must attempt to do so unbiased.

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)Emily Bergeron

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)

Jun 2, 2018

$ Reply 

" 

Excellent points you raise here about appropriation, misrepresentation, and
underrepresentation. The ethics behind preservation is fortunately - as you have mentioned -
changing. The sites you have talked about here are becoming more common as we try to
have a better idea of what representing our heritage is. Remember that historic preservation is
just like history - always changing based on the facts at hand and the person(s) interpreting it.
Both of these practices will hopefully continue on this path to improve.

 

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5157986)Dona Daugherty

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5157986)

Jun 5, 2018

" 

Unfortunately, my immediate response to preservation issues in the next 10 to 20 years is a
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defensive one where I feel we’ll need all hands-on deck just to maintain preservation as we know it
today. Public education and involvement will be key to continue fostering a positive relationship
between the preservation professionals and average citizens, with special attention made to the
younger generations. In addition, the financial enrichment preservation brings to a community
needs to be impressed upon local governments and citizens, such as the tourism it generates or
the industry it attracts. Industry wants to attract the top talent, and the top talent want to live in
thriving communities and cities, often places with a sense of identity and culture.  

 However, I am hopeful when I look around my own community and see young people investing
their money and time in historic areas as local businesses invest in downtown. In fact, many of
these local businesses are owned by young adults. Local historic landmarks are partnering with
local businesses and starting to offer activities for young adults not just older adults and children.
For instance, Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill has transformed from a location that mostly catered
towards older adults and school groups to a destination for all ages and personalities, adding
activities like beer hikes, beer and music festivals, organized trail runs, stand-up paddle boarding,
and yoga. The beer hikes usually feature a local brewery, and they also offer dinners with local
chefs using produce from their gardens. This social and business relationship building on the local
level needs to continue to inspire appreciation of preservation for future generations.

On a separate note, I believe preservation will continue to focus on the overlooked portions of our
past, both the good and bad, as we try to describe a fuller picture of our shared history. This may
prove a challenge as many people will want to hold on to the idyllic version of history they were
taught, but part of the education of the past needs to be an understanding of how our
interpretation is always changing.  

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)Emily Bergeron

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)

Jun 19, 2018

" 

I like your final thoughts here on the difference between actual history and "idyllic" history. I
think (I hope at least) that preservation is moving towards addressing a broader, inclusive,
accurate idea of history.

I appreciate your positivity in this as well. Stuck in my ivory tower (well, actually its more like a
4th floor walk up office in what used to be a men's dorm in the 1940s) and researching a great
deal on civil rights and social and environmental justice, I focus on the negative aspects of
preservation much of the time... which is why I also try and focus on natural heritage as a part
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of preservation too! A little in wilderness is the preservation of the world always cheers me up!!
This is a great perspective on young people's role in furthering preservation. 

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5124678)Ann Wilkinson

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5124678)

Jun 17, 2018

" 

     The National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) Criteria are both rigid and flexible in some
regards. The rigidity helps to maintain a level of consistincy in review and also helps to maintin the
constitutionality of ACHP's regultory authority. The flexibility helps the register maintain viability
and functionality in the immmediate, forseeable, and changeable future. For instance, as more
sectors of society are able to voice their perceptions of importance of place, or as massive
expansion of commercial development changes the scale of what is becoming threatened the
register needs to be able to reflect a broadened definition of significance and uniqueness.
     It within the context of that latter new consideratio of scale that I would like to discuss changes
in preservation, and will do so by presenting, generally, two listed properties in Jessamine County,
Kentucky.
     Brownwood Farm (NRHP #04000073) and Waveland (NRHP # BC100000741) both have
significant standing late-nineteenth century domestic structures and associated agricultural
complex structures, as well as significant archaeological resources. But the nomination of
Brownwood in 2004 stretched the criteria in a way that opened the way for the 2017 nomination to
extend Waveland's traditional historic resource boundaries. Brownwood's agricultural fields were
included as significant resources within the historic site. The silt loam topsoil here is purported to
be over three feet deep in places. Soil is a natural feature of the environment by most people's
estimations. And an agricultural field is an ephemeral thing, if well cared for it has a rotation of
purpose and is often only visible archaeologically as a very general plow zone with some plow
scars. But Brownwood was listed in the face of surrounding development, it was beomiing an
island instead of a smalll part of a larger, common, regional aesthetic and tradition. This island
effect made it's agricultural fields and property surrounding the significant structures and
archaeological sites just as significant since they represented in the 21st century something
unique, something that was too frequent to be worth noting even twenty years prior.
     Waveland (the privately owned Waveland at 2299 Brannon Road, not the one advertised on
local roadsigns) had been listed to the National Register in the late twentieth century for it's
significant historic domestic structure. In 2017, a boader signifance was becoming apparent as
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commercial development sprawled into the rural landscape. The larger property boundary
encompassed historically managed land which included fields that had never been plowed, but
which had been cleared by buffalo grazing at the time of European's arrival on the landscape.
These  "woodland pastures" had tree specimens sometimes two-hundred years old. Tom
Kimmerer who nominated this farm, was determined that human stewrddship of this unique
regional envirinment should be recognized by the NRHP, especially as these woodland pastures,
which used to define th region and were a familiar and common sight, are dwindling rapidly.
     Stewardship of a landscape not solely crceated by humans was a far reach for the NRHP to
consider, but Kimmerer managed to be convincing in his nomination that this was a a particularly
human event that used to typify the region and preserved  even a prehistoric setting and viewshed
that we are unlikely to find in many other places and which, without preservtion, we are in danger
of losing altogether.
     I fully suppport this effort to expand th definition of significant cultural places to places that have
been stewarded for non-religious purposes. I think it can help us to further preserve many of our
threatened National Park Lands as well.

(https://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)Emily Bergeron

(h!ps://uk.instructure.com/courses/1924541/users/5161176)

Jun 19, 2018
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" 

I will have to take a look at the nomination. The idea of natural heritage being a part of our
heritage is really intriguing to me. I think it is why I am so interested in places like parks and
monuments - places that were recognized as being part of the American idea at a time when
the west was closing and the country decided to recognize that this was a landscape unlike
any other. Love the idea of woodland pastures. There is actually an interesting book by Miles
Powell called Vanishing America: Species Extinction, Racial Peril, and the Origins of
Conservation that addresses these ideas of wilderness landscapes - albeit with a bit more of a
conservation slant. But it is great! Check it out some time. 
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