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 The Dudley-Withers-Martin House (hereafter known as the Withers House) is located at 

1403 Hill St. in Lexington, Kentucky in an area of north Lexington that is currently experiencing 

revitalization and redevelopment.   The North Limestone Community Development Organization 

or NOLI is at the forefront of this development. Because the house is located on a side street, 

was subject to neglectful ownership, and past disinterest in north Lexington as an area of 

historical interest the house has been allowed to deteriorate and its place in Lexington history has 

not been recognized.  My goal is to remedy this situation by documenting the history of the 

house, its role in the development of Lexington, and how the house  fits into the larger cultural 

landscape of north Lexington. Most importantly I hope to  create a plan for the preservation of 

the structure.  

 The history of 1403 Hill St. is part of the larger history of Fairlawn Farm. The main 

Fairlawn  house  is  located at what is now 906 North Broadway, and it is  identified by a 

historical marker. The farm was originally owned by Benjamin Dudley, head of the medical 

department at Transylvania. Dudley sold the house in 1865, and it was eventually sold in 1875 to 

Willam T. Withers. Withers turned Fairlawn  into a major breeder of Standardbred horses, and 

Fairlawn was visited by President Ulysses S. Grant and King Kalakalua of Hawaii.  The house at 

1403 Hill St. is a smaller house on the Fairlawn property, and it  appears on maps as early as 
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1851.   The house on Hill St. was at one time  occupied by Robert Withers, son of William 

Withers, who went to Hawaii and worked as a horse trainer for King Kalakalua.  Fairlawn Farm 

could be used as a case study to document   the development of a small city such as Lexington. 

Initially, Fairlawn was a farm on the outskirts of the city limits. As the city grew beyond the 

central core,  parts  of the property were sold to the Beltline Railroad Company.  After World 

War I,  Fairlawn  was sold and subdivided to meet the demands of a growing population. 1403 

Hill St.,  as well  as some of  the surrounding property. was purchased in 1917 by George Martin. 

Martin lived in the house, but developed parts of the property for sale to the public.  This 

development was platted as the Martin Subdivision.  At that time the front lot of the house 

extended to Limestone in much the same way as it would have in the nineteenth century when 

the Maysville Pike was the major transportation link between landlocked Lexington and the Ohio 

River.   

 I plan to use deed searches, city directories, the Fayette County Rural Directory, maps, a 

historical building survey commissioned by the Kentucky Heritage Commission in the 1980’s, 

and the William Withers Papers located in Special Collections at the University of Kentucky.    

My final document will include a written narrative, deed search forms, maps, and a Historic 

Resource Form created using RuskinArc.  

 This leads to the second part of the planning process which is to safeguard and restore the 

property.  The Withers house has been vacant for almost fifteen years, and  has deteriorated 

markedly in that time.  The house was already in decline when the current owner purchased the 

property, as  it had previously been owned since 1980 by a local real estate company not owned 

for their property maintenance.  The current owner died intestate in Missouri in November 2017.  

The estate was filed in Gasconade County, MO. Probate court in June 2018. At this time there 



are multiple liens on the property, including a state income tax lien.   In 2017 the house came 

under scrutiny by the LFUG Code Enforcement Office. Multiple citations were filed, and 

eventually the case was turned over to the Circuit Court. At that time, a local salvage company 

paid the fines, and the court was sent back to code enforcement which still maintains an open 

case.  The salvage company took items from the house at this time.  I plan to obtain records from 

code enforcement, or the court if possible.  I have a positive working relationship with the code 

enforcement office on the case, although I was not the one who filed the original complaint.   I 

plan to use a check list that I found in the preservation literature to document problems that need 

to be resolved with this property.  I do not have access to the interior, although the time that I 

was inside it was obvious that there is a severe mold problem.   After evaluating the property 

using the checklist, I will research resources, and make a plan for restoration.  One  obvious 

problem that I have noticed is that an asbestos shingle covered addition  is in bad shape and since 

it does not add to the historical  integrity of the house, it will  probably need to be torn down.  

This will require researching asbestos removal. 

 After completing the two parts of my planning process, I plan to contact groups or 

individuals who may be interested in the property.  I have made some initial contacts over the 

years, but I believe that if I have a comprehensive plan on paper I will be more effective.  At the 

least,  if the property can’t be saved it will be documented.  This is part of much larger project 

that I have undertaken to document the Northside neighborhood.  

 


