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Brief History of Munree Cemetery 

 The Fleischmann (Munree) Cemetery is located on Edenfield Road, just north of two 

homes on Highway 90 (Mahan Drive) in Tallahassee, Florida. It is on a privately owned five-acre 
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tract, originally platted as part of the Hickory Hills Subdivision developed by Udo M. and Jean 

K. Fleischmann. Munree is a historic African-American cemetery with around 250 graves, 

mostly unmarked, until recent efforts, it has remained severely overgrown. 

 The Cemetery has been known for decades as the Munree Cemetery. Its adjacent, well 

known community was also called Munree. In the 1800s old communities and their cemeteries 

were often called by traditional names that reflected the plantations to which they were 

historically linked. The origin of the Munree name has long been forgotten. However, recent 

evidence indicates the name probably originated from a nearby plantation. An 1883 map shows 

the Monrief and Hickory Hill Plantations, owned by Leroy T. Ball and located in the general area 

now part of Welaunee Plantation and also south of Miccosukee Road. Ball was a surveyor for the 

state of Florida and in 1886 sold 2,700 acres, including Monrief and Hickory Hill plantations, to 

Charles G. Emery and wife of New York. Fleischmann, after initially leasing its hunting rights, 

acquired in 1912 what is known today as Welaunee Plantation and developed it as a quail 

hunting preserve. A plat from 1946 shows that a small part of the original five-acre tract was 

reserved for a cemetery and on the northeast corner of the property a small building was 

indicated as a church. It was an early site of the New Zion Primitive Baptist Church, now located 

on Miccosukee Road. After Fleischmann died in 1952 followed by his wife in 1962, the property 

went to her nephew, John M. Mettler Jr. of New Brunswick, New Jersey. After Mettler’s death 

the tract was left to his heirs, some of whom today own and live on the Welaunee Plantation. 

 Only within the last half-century have scholars come to appreciate the interdisciplinary 

significance of African-American burying grounds such as Munree Cemetery in Tallahassee. As 

scholar John Michael Vlach notes, an example of material culture, such as Munree Cemetery 
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reveals a total “Lifeway of a group of people including their verbal, material, and spiritual forms 

of expression,” something Vlach labels as folklife.  Nineteenth-century African-American 1

cemeteries reflect a particular time and place. Munree Cemetery is unique to east Tallahassee, 

unlike nearby Hickory Hill Cemetery that encompasses Twentieth-century African-American 

burials. Vlach’s work on African-American cemeteries stresses the “continuity” of African 

traditions and European influences, which is “proof of strength and testimony of cultural stamina 

and endurance in the face of sometimes brutal oppression.”    2

 In contrast to pre-Civil war slaves, free African-Americans who died during the Jim Crow 

days of Reconstruction were most often buried in all-black cemeteries. Due to economic and 

social hardships, the graves were most often marked with little more than a stone or wooden 

marker. Unlike Euro-American cemeteries of the same period, these are not landscaped and do 

not attempt to romanticize death nor create an artificial landscape. Graves typically appear 

randomly situated or in rectangular family plots, with unmarked mounds and depressions dotting 

the landscape.  

Assessment of Current Conditions 

Site Location 

 Munree Cemetery is a 4.92-acre tract. The tract denoted as “Reserved for Cemetery” 

within the Hickory Hill subdivision as per map or plat thereof recorded in Plat Book 3, page 4 of 

the Public Records of Leon County, Florida and lying in sections 23 and 24 Township North, 

Range East, Leon County, Florida. Begin at a concrete monument (4” x 4,” no number assigned) 

 John Michael Vlach, The Afro-American Tradition in Decorative Arts (Cleveland: Cleveland Museum of Art, 1

1978), 1. 

 Vlach, The Afro-American Tradition in Decorative Arts, 1. 2
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marking the most southerly corner lot 10, of said Hickory Hill Farms subdivision as per plat or 

map thereof recorded in Plat Book 3, page 4 of the Public Records of Leon County, Florida and 

onward run North 67 degrees 21 minutes 59 seconds East along the southerly boundary of said 

Lot 10 for a distance of 3994.51 feet to a concrete monument (4” x 4,” no number) lying on the 

westerly right of way of Edenfield Road; then south 22 degrees 29 minutes 11 seconds East 

along  said westerly right of way, 18 seconds West along northerly boundary of Lots “A” and 

“B” of said Hickory Hill Farms subdivision, 393.27 feet to concrete monument (4” x 4,” no 

number) lying on the easterly boundary of Lot 9 of said Hickory Hill Farms subdivision; then 

onward North 22 degrees 37 minutes 00 seconds West along said easterly boundary, 544.10 feet 

to the Point of Beginning, containing 4.92 acres, more or less. According to a deed dated and 

filed November 10th, 2010, Louise Davenport granted the parcel to the Munree Cemetery 

Foundation Inc., c/o Mr. Wilbert Ferrell for the sum of $10.00. Munree Cemetery land use 

zoning is designated as residential preservation with HPO.  Wilbert Ferrell filed articles for 3

incorporation on November 1, 2010 and thereby establishing Munree Cemetery, Inc. To restore 

and develop the Munree Cemetery Grave Site as a viable burial site for past and future 

individuals in the Tallahassee and surrounding areas. 

Statement of Significance 

 Munree Cemetery is an important resource for genealogy, anthropology, archeology, and 

history. Cemeteries are recognized for their ability, through site interpretation and research, to 

 According to Tallahassee City records, Munree Cemetery underwent Rezoning from RP to RP (HPO) as of June 3

22, 2011. This changed the properties zoning district from Residential Preservation (RP) to the Residential 
Preservation (RP) zoning district with Historic Preservation Overlay (HPO).
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convey information on a community’s religious beliefs, changing attitudes toward death, and 

resurrection, trade and transportation routes (as determined by the source of the grave markers if 

not local), demographics, epidemiology, linguistics, folk traditions, and folk art.  With the 4

growth of heritage tourism and genealogical research, cemeteries have become important sites 

for local tourism and cultural heritage. 

 Munree Cemetery functioned as a burial ground for many in the Miccosukee and St. 

Peter Communities in rural Leon County. There are 17 identified burials with headstones intact 

and another 23 identified as existing burials without headstones. The names of the known 

interred are listed at the end of this section. There are 250 burials in the cemetery as indicated by 

ground depressions signifying unmarked gravesites.  

 The approximate years of the Munree Cemetery are from the 1800s to the 1940s, 

although the earliest remaining headstone dates to 1916. Evidence indicates that the name 

“Munree” may be derived from a plantation called Monrief which existed in the area that became 

Welaunee Plantation. Monrief is shown on an 1883 map of Leon county as being owned by 

Leroy T. Ball. Monrief was sold in 1886 and eventually became incorporated into Udo 

Fleischmann’s holdings.  If this cemetery spanned from slavery through emancipation and 5

beyond, this site is an important record of the transition from servitude to freedom. As slavery is 

part of our national narrative, this site could hold local, regional, and national significance.  

 Death and burial are extremely personal, but also include a community element, and can 

reflect the beliefs, hopes, fears, traditions and activities of both individuals and communities. An 

 Sharyn Thompson, Evaluation of the Historical and Cultural Resources, Tallahassee’s Old City Cemetery (Historic 4

Preservation Board: 1991) 1-3. 

 1883 Map of Leon County, Florida (Florida State Library and Archives) cited in Kenneth Hammerly Fleischmann 5

(Munree) Cemetery (2010). 
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intact and historic rural cemetery is an important record of African-American culture. A cemetery 

such as Munree, which might hold the remains of both slaves and post-emancipation free blacks, 

is even more important as a record to analyze changing beliefs, practices, and traditions through 

slavery, emancipation, and reconstruction to the mid-20th century.  

Recording of Burials in Munree with Extant Headstones: 

Rev. Plummer Barnes – Born March 1861; Died May 9, 1916 
R.J. Clack – Born March 15, 1847; Died April 21, 1924 
Maria Austin – Born n/d; Died April 3, 1924 
Eicol Davis – Born July 22, 1904; Died November 9, 1938 
Deacon Joseph Austin – Born September 20, 1876; Died June 9, 1943 
Mariah Stanley – Born 1918; Died March 15, 1945 
Mrs. Carrie Arnold – Died March 1945 
Chanie Harris(on) – Born 1862; Died 1944 
Willie Thompson – Died 1948 
Nettie Thompson – Died December 31, 1947 
Rinson T. Thompson – Born 1882; Died November 1915 
George Alexander Stanley – Born 1937 
Louie Austin – Born January 9, 1843; Died June 1926 
Alex Austin – December 1922/Daughter Ellen Clax 
Rev. Benjamin Johnson – Born 1858; Died June 1926 
Virginia Johnson – Born 1852; Died April 19, 1922 
Caroline Anderson – Born 1852; Died 1919 

Additional burials provided by Wilbert Ferrell – Headstones yet to be discovered or were never 
placed: 
Johnny Ferrell 
Dorothy Ferrell 
Eddie Lee Williams 
Isaac Williams Jr. 
Isaac Williams Sr. 
Easter V. Davis 
Viola Austin 
Henderson Thompson 
Sarah Thompson 
Josh Burgess 
Eliza Burgess 
Jose Williams 
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Mae Liza Arnold 
James Arnold 
John Payne 
Mary Magdalene Davis 
Samuel Davis Sr. 
Rhoda Davis 
Nate Governor 
Rufus Davis 
Madison Davis 
Maggie Vaughn 
George Austin Sr. 

Historical Context/Narrative Description of the Site 

 Munree Cemetery is an historic African-American cemetery located in Leon County, 

Florida, on Edenfield Road one block north of Mahan Drive. The cemetery was originally platted 

as 4.92 aces of the Hickory Hill Farms subdivision, sections 23 & 24 of Township 1 North, 

Range 1 East. Based on oral history accounts, the cemetery dates to the 1800s, quite possibly 

predating the Civil War, remaining active until the 1940s. In its current condition, the cemetery is 

overgrown with shrubs and weeds. Some graves are marked, while many others have lost their 

grave markers, making it difficult to confirm the actual boundaries of the cemetery. Although the 

entire parcel is five acres, it is apparent that 2 to 3 acres of the cemetery are unused.  6

 The Munree Cemetery is located in a flat hammock forest with a variety of old-growth 

trees, including scrub oaks and hickories. The area surrounding the cemetery is very thick with 

low scrub vegetation and old-growth trees, while the cemetery land itself has been semi-cleared 

 Munree Cemetery Citizen Task Force, correspondence to Leon County Commission and Public Works, March 18, 6

2010; Visual survey of Munree Cemetery by Phyllis Asztalos accompanied by Will Ferrell, October 12, 2018.

!  8



in the last 2 years. There is very little development encroaching on the area of the cemetery: 

Mahan Drive and Edenfield Road are the most visible elements of development.  7

 There are many unmarked graves, some of which have been temporarily marked with 

survey markers. Many of the unmarked graves are identifiable due to depressions in the earth. 

There are 250 grave sites in the cemetery. Extant grave markers made of stone delineate several 

graves, these markers vary in height from a foot tall to three feet tall. Some of the markers have 

fallen or have broken over the years. Several of the graves are enclosed by wire fences although, 

the cemetery itself is unenclosed and lacks boundary markers. All of the graves are aligned on an 

east-west axis with headstones to the west, consistent with Christian burial practices. With the 

amount of vegetation and overgrowth, it is difficult to discern the shape and boundaries of the 

cemetery.  8

Strengths 

 The sites strength lies in its extant status and function as the location for burial of the 

deceased African American enslaved workers from Moncrief and Welaunee Plantation. While 

some of the headstones attest to the Antebellum era through the visible dates inscribed, the site’s 

true potency lies in the 250 unmarked ground depressions—which testify to the undistinguished 

status of those enslaved. In 1860, 73% of the population of Leon County consisted of 

black slaves with Tallahassee holding the highest amount. Many of those interred may also be 

tenant farm workers, or pine-tree turpentine laborers who endured a Postbellum form of 

 Visual Survey7

 Visual Survey 8
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servitude. Although unacknowledged, this site speaks in direct dialogue with a nearby historic 

African American cemetery called Hickory Hill. 

Weaknesses of the Site 

 Munree Cemetery is situated on the corner of Mahan Drive and Edenfield Road, its 

location in East Tallahassee could be very prominent, yet unless one lives in the area and knows 

of its whereabouts it appears as an undeveloped parcel of land. Most of the gravesites are in the 

northeast section of the cemetery thus, they are set back from Edenfield Road and are not 

obvious to drivers by. The site needs to be kept cleared and some of the grounds need more brush 

removed. Headstones and markers need cleaning and restoration. The fencing that surrounds 

certain individual burials has collapsed and needs correcting. Only white PVC pipes designate 

ground depressions for the 250 unmarked graves, these resulted from a 2012 archeological 

assessment.  

Munree within the Community  

 Munree Cemetery should be recognized and therefore marked as a site of historical 

significance. The site holds relevance to several communities within Tallahassee and beyond. 

The importance and relevance lie in the collective memory of living relatives, a connection to 

three local churches, and an African American community seeking to have the site acknowledged 

for its historic relevance to enslaved communities.  This site adds to the potent dialogue about 

slavery by offering the community tangible evidence on sacred ground. A conversation about 

slavery is taking hold in Tallahassee, this dialogue is evident at Cascades Park where the all 

Black community since removed is represented by a memorial to the Smokey Hollow 

neighborhood, historic houses such as the Grove (Call-Collins house) and Goodwood Museum 
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and Gardens (Goodwood Plantation) are adding discussions about the enslaved workers and civil 

rights into their docent narratives. Munree Cemetery could become part of that dialogue and 

offer the community a place to see and recognize African Americans who currently lay 

unacknowledged. About two acres have no remains, so the potential for a memorial and 

reverential park, gazebo or picnic area exists. Ultimately, Munree Cemetery can connect the 

community to witness a tangible history that involved African Americans and Tallahassee.   9

Research Process 

 My research strategy for the Munree Cemetery includes: contacting the present owner/s 

to evaluate their interest in the plan/project. If the owners agree, arrange a meeting at the 

property for a site visit. If there is no response visit the site if trespassing is not prohibited. Take 

photos of the existing markers, and unmarked depressions. Record the amount of marked grave 

sites and take note of the layout and boundaries of the grounds.  

 On October 12th I met with the primary stakeholder Mr. Wilbert Ferrell and we walked 

the site together and I was able to photograph the site. Mr. Ferrell explained that the site has a 

board that meets and (he is going to recommend adding me to the board). He is grateful for any 

project that may bring attention and recognition for the site. We discussed the sites potential for a 

historical marker nomination and he mentioned a former teacher in town has started that process, 

but he was not aware of the status, so he is going to have that person get in touch with me.  

 On October 12th I met with the primary stakeholder Mr. Wilbert Ferrell and we walked the site together and I was 9

able to photograph the site. Mr. Ferrell explained that the site has a board that meets and (he is going to recommend 
adding me to the board). He is grateful for any project that may bring attention and recognition for the site. We 
discussed the sites potential for a historical marker nomination and he mentioned a former teacher in town has 
started that process, but he was not aware of the status, so he is going to have that person get in touch with me. Mr. 
Ferrell’s contacts have been in touch, but other than our initial discussions showing their enthusiasm for the sites 
historic nature they have been remiss in getting the architect to contact me with details on proposed future plans for 
the site. Also, as of early December, no board meeting has been scheduled and I have not been given the binders of 
information as promised.  
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SITE ASSESSMENT OF MUNREE CEMETERY 

Conditions  

 With intermittent maintenance being conducted in and around the cemetery fallen trees, 

limbs, and overgrowth cover portions of the cemetery’s burial sites. No barrier or fence exists to 

delineate the boundaries of the property or to protect and enclose the entire cemetery area. The 

damaging effects from nature over time have not only disturbed extant headstones, but also 

caused wire fencing to collapse around select grave-sites (Figs. 1 & 2). Recently, Hurricane 

Michael left additional downed trees, and these will need to be cut and hauled away by a 

professional tree service, or a group of dedicated volunteers (Fig. 3).  

 In its current condition, the cemetery is overgrown with shrubs and weeds. The grounds 

need mowing and the underbrush needs to be cut back—especially overgrowth that encroaches 

around the burial sites. Extant headstones need cleaning, some requiring repairs as they lay on 

the ground in pieces or stand with visible fractures and several need straightening. There are 

many unmarked graves, some of which have been temporarily marked with survey markers. 

Overall, the amount of vegetation and overgrowth of the landscape makes it hard to recognize 

the form and boundaries of the cemetery. Although several archeological investigations have 

been conducted and over 250 unmarked graves are indicated by temporary markers, the site lacks 

an historical marker and a plan for preservation. Without intervention, subsequent preservation 

and interpretation. The location—and even the memory of this cemetery hovers on the threshold 

of being lost to the past. 

Strengths 
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 Cemeteries are poignant memorials that commemorate the existence and heritage of past 

communities. No effort should be spared in protecting the sacred burial grounds of our ancestors, 

wherever they may be found. There is perhaps no better example of upholding this principle than 

undertaking the effort to define, reconstruct, and preserve the Historic Munree Cemetery (Fig. 4). 

Munree Cemetery should be officially recognized and commemorated as an African American 

cemetery historically significant.   

 The master class in Antebellum Leon County employed a variety of methods to define 

and maintain their social status while concurrently attempting to subjugate the enslaved peoples 

under their control. Among the likely methods used by them—which they buried members of 

their own class and the limitations, both actual and implied, imposed by them on the burials of 

members of the enslaved class. The plantocracy made heavy use of segregation when controlling 

the burials of enslaved African Americans. The placement of cemeteries for the enslaved at a 

distance on plantation land, in segregated city plots, or in out of sight locations, implies that the 

proper commemoration of death in enslaved communities was not a particular concern for the 

plantocracy. The segregation of burial plots worked in conjunction with inherent restrictions 

imposed on burial markings, possibly as a way of controlling the enslaved population and 

maintaining their own dominance.  

 The sites strength as revealed in its extant status and function as a location for burial of 

deceased African American enslaved workers from nearby Plantations. Several of the headstones 

attest to the Antebellum era through the visible dates inscribed, but the sites most powerful 

indicators are the 250 unmarked ground depressions—which demonstrate the undistinguished 

status of those enslaved. The land that the cemetery is located on was part of the Welaunee 
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Plantation in the early twentieth-century, and was part of either the House Place Plantation, 

Moncrief Plantation, or the La Grange Plantation in the nineteenth-century. House Place 

plantation was a small cotton plantation of 1,800 acres and 47 slaves according to the 1860 U.S. 

census. It was owned by R.A. Whitfield. South and East of House Place Plantation was La 

Grange Plantation. Owned by Joseph John Williams, La Grange had 4,250 acres and 232 slaves 

in 1860.  10

 After the Civil War and Reconstruction, Udo M. Fleischmann created a large quail 

hunting plantation from former cotton plantations’ land. Fleischmann was a wealthy bakery heir 

from New York, and he came to Leon County in 1909 to rent large portions of failing cotton 

plantations on which to hunt. He soon purchased the land he rented, amassing more than 16,000 

acres, which included lands of the former La Grange, Moncrief, and House Place Plantations. 

Fleischmann named his new hunting plantation, which also included parcels of the Betton Hill 

and Hickory Hill plantations, Welaunee.  The cemetery is no longer on the land of the Welaunee 11

Plantation, but it is on the current borders.  

 Munree meets the criteria for listing on the local register. Individual listing criteria of a 

site, building, structure, or object: 

A. It possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and association.  

B. It is associated with events or persons that are significant to local, state, or 
national history; or embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. 

 Clifton Paisley, From Cotton to Quail (Gainesville, University of Florida Press: 1968) 82-83. 10

 Paisley, 81.11
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The Munree Cemetery is an African American Cemetery dating from the 1800s and likely in use 

prior to the Civil War. Munree Cemetery includes grave-sites of those who were living at the 

time of the Civil War. The property possesses integrity of location, design, materials, 

workmanship, feeling, and association. The property itself is associated with slavery, the Civil 

War, and Leon County’s African American History. Further research may indicate individuals of 

local significance are buried here and that this is the only remaining site associated with their 

lives. 

Munree Cemetery Restoration proposal 

  
 To remove all-natural extraneous debris such as felled trees and severe underbrush. Clear 

the majority of the property around all gravesites. Munree Cemetery occupies approximately half 

of a 4.92-acre tract that is denoted as “Reserved for Cemetery,” the rest of the property consists 

of greenspace and woody acreage with many trees. Previously, a few surges of interested groups 

have attempted to clear overgrowth away from the burial-site areas. Mr. Ferrell does what he can 

to care for the grounds by mowing and removing debris (but he is elderly and becoming frail). 

The weakness of Munree falls somewhere in-between the poor condition of its present-day 

landscape and the need for a dedicated group of individuals to reshape the landscape, preserve 

the cemetery, and make it physically accessible to the public.  

 Address the entrance and lack of an official entrance area. Develop access for parking 

and define a parking area for multiple vehicles.  Presently, access is treacherous as one turns off 
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of Edenfield Road onto the site, one must drive over a narrow berm (that is the width of one 

vehicle) and cross over a ditch. There is no access from Mahan Drive off of Route 90, however 

the property borders a side street (Barfield Road) that would allow easier access and county 

zoning will allow entry from this area.  The next priority, lay gravel on the driveway and area 

designated for parking. A minimum of two loads of crush-and-run gravel (twenty tons per load) 

is needed to cover a driveway. The gravel can be spread with a Bobcat-type skid-loader. 

 A decision must be made on whether the sunken graves need to be refilled. In doing so, it 

is recommended to choose a uniform manner of marking the corners with metal pins, first, as 

many of these graves are not marked with headstones. Ideally, use metal spikes with a flat, 

rounded head, so as not to risk puncture of lawn equipment tires. 

 In refilling the depressions, it is highly recommended that large earth-moving equipment 

not be allowed onto grave-site areas, to prevent potential damage to headstones and terrain. 

Using dirt relocated from the south-side of the acreage (no burials exist on this half of the 

property, a Bobcat-type skid-loader can move the dirt from south to north staying near the 

original parking area. The skid-loader, there, can dump bucket loads into two or three side-by-

side wheelbarrows immediately near this space, which can be wheeled to depressions causing 

little impact to grounds or graves. Granted, this will require human labor, but is the best 

recommendation for the site. Additionally, the soil should be graded by hand with hard rakes, 

making sure the metal corner markers are exposed. In season, grass seed, St. Augustine, should 

be applied to all bare spots.  
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 Family plot borders should be cleared of overgrowth and rusted and damaged fencing 

should be repaired or replaced.  Flat head shovels and weedeaters with shield guards should be 

used. New growth trees and scrub brush should be pruned, and tree stumps should be removed 

unless removal risks disturbing graves or headstones. Cut down dead trees and haul away. 

Existing fence lines around select plots should be cleared of overgrowth and maintained. In 

warm weather, grass should be cut at least every two weeks. Weedeating along plot borders can 

keep down weeds and prevent overgrowth.  

 Fallen gravestones should be straightened. 

 Severe cracking has occurred in some gravestones, and possible repair can be addressed 

through an expert in the field of cemetery preservation. However, it is recommended not to clean 

any gravestones. 

 It is recommended that a few benches be installed in suitable places, such under a large 

tree or at the crest of a hill near the cleared northwest area. Additionally, the site needs interested 

parties to build a gazebo and funds to have fencing installed and develop parkin access. 

 If new trees are installed, their mature growth size should be noted for proper placement 

(for example, not close to the driveway, or where above-ground roots could disturb gravestones). 
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Munree Cemetery Preservation Proposal 

Phase 1: 

Cemetery clean-up 

 Friends from Mt. Zion Primitive Baptist Church and students from Florida A & M 

University has provided an initial limited cemetery clean-up in 2012 and 2016. Clean-up should 

include regular mowing, weed removal, and careful pruning of existing trees and shrubbery. 

Install small unobtrusive metal trash receptacles near the parking area. Ensure that these are 

emptied by the County on a regular basis.  

Marking Grave Depressions and Rock Removal 

 In many cases, unmarked depressions are actual grave sites. There are over 250 of such 

depressions at Munree. Whenever possible, it is recommended that these depressions are left 

undisturbed. If the depressions are filled for easier cemetery maintenance, the following actions 

are recommended. Because most of these sites lack markers or stones, all depressions should be 

marked in some way (prior surveys have marked depression sites with wooden stakes or white 

pvc poles). The best option is to bury metal spikes at head and foot of each grave. Upon marking, 

depressions may be filled in with dirt. Rocks may be removed for easier mowing if desired. 

However, it is recommended that existing rocks be left whenever possible as they may mark an 

otherwise unmarked grave site. 

Stone Masonry 
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 A professional stone mason should be hired to properly repair the fallen and broken 

gravestones and bases.  

Security 

 The Cemetery’s proximity to Mahan Drive (Highway 90) and neighborhood residences 

provides limited existing security. The city of Tallahassee should install three signs that outline 

the cemetery’s hours and a contact number in case of emergency. The majority of grave sites and 

ground depressions are located in the western area of the acreage. This area should be secured by 

a wrought iron fence which encloses all those interred. The fence should be kept locked and one 

sign posted by the gate can list the hours and contact for access. The other sign should be located 

by the forthcoming historic marker facing Edenfield road (the original handmade wooden sign 

for “Historic Munree Cemetery”) still stands as of December 2018. The third sign can be placed 

by the parking area off of Barfield Road.  

Phase 2: 

Cemetery Documentation and Marker Survey 

 Munree Cemetery Preservation Committee should conduct a general survey of the 

cemetery to document it with distinguishing characteristics that include existing vegetation, 

individual marker documentation, and photographs. Once this is complete, the Committee should 

make an extensive survey of existing graves and conduct in-depth research to locate additional 

burials whose markers no longer exist in order to complete a list of internments. Once these are 

completed, it will be easier to implement additional interpretive efforts. 
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Munree Cemetery Interpretation Proposal 

Installation of a Cemetery Marker – designating the sites listing on the Local Register of Historic 

Places (Tallahassee-Leon County). Erect a plain carved or engraved stone marker. This should be 

placed within the existing area of the “Historic Munree Sign.” The following information is 

recommended to be included in the sign: 

 Munree Cemetery 

 Established Early 1900s 

 Listed on the Local Register of Historic Places  

Interpretive Kiosk: 

 A small kiosk or gazebo like structure may be placed in the north east section near the 

Barfield Road entrance to provide additional information to cemetery visitors. The Kiosk should 

be discretely located so it does not detract from the cemetery’s atmosphere. It is recommended 

that the kiosk contain a map of family cemetery plots and a list of internment locations to assist 

genealogists and family members in locating plots. The kiosk should include additional 

information regarding the cemetery’s possible Antebellum origins and history, the history of 

enslaved African-Americans in Tallahassee-Leon County, historic African American cemeteries 

in general (including Hickory Hill and Betton Hill), additional local African-American historic 

sites, and contact information for the Historic Munree Preservation Committee. 

Development of Interpretive Website and Materials 
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  Create an interpretive website a digital archive and brochure about the Cemetery. 

Interpretive brochures should be placed in the Florida State Archives and at both FSU and 

FAMU as well as local libraries and schools. 

Directional Markers Within City Limits 

 Directional markers help visitors travelling through Tallahassee to visit this resource. 

Contact the Tallahassee Department of Tourism 

 Contact the department to inquire about listing Munree on a heritage trail tour. 

Community Involvement 

 Initiatives at the local level generate increased awareness of historic sites, as well as 

demonstrating to the community that the Cemetery is a place that many people are committed to 

maintaining, promoting, and preserving. 

 Develop an annual “Munree Cemetery Preservation Work Day” to clean up trash and 

weeds in the cemetery. This workday will also generate community awareness of this historic 

resource as well as help instill a sense of pride within the neighborhood and community.  

 Plan an annual Munree Cemetery tour, highlighting significant figures in local history 

buried at the cemetery, location of family plots, and history of the cemetery itself. Coordinate 
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with Dr. Althamese Barnes (director of the Historic Riley House) to include Munree in the 

Blended Lives Program and open a dialogue about the Cemetery’s connection to slavery. 

Conclusion 

The major weakness at Munree lies in the repeated attempts to investigate and commemorate the 

sites importance. While archeological groups enlisted from the Department of State reported 

their findings and initiatives were started to designate the sites importance via the County 

Commission, Mr. Ferrell has been unable to manage this historic preservation on his own. He 

admits he needs help and I recognize that a collaborative effort along with a plan for preservation 

that includes context, interpretation, and education should help move this endeavor into action.   

Opportunities – Future Goals 

 My efforts in establishing contact with Mr. Wilbert Ferrell the main stakeholder for 

Munree Cemetery have been successful. Several on-site meetings and phone conversations with 

Mr. Ferrell have revealed to me there are other individuals with interest in preserving or 

commemorating the site. Mr. Ferrell is arranging a meeting, so all involved can work as a team. 

In this way, collectively we can assure there are no cross purposes or duplication of processes 

that may have already been initiated (such as historic marker applications) or pending on-site 

archeological investigations. I am in agreement with this because I will be able to better assess 

where the site stands in terms of actual progress towards a path to preservation, or if initiations 

towards an historic marker have commenced.  

 I am a member of Daughters of the American Revolution and involved with my local 

chapter by serving on the historic preservation committee. At a recent meeting I introduced the 
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committee to Munree Cemetery by discussing the preservation plan I am working on for HP617. 

The committee expressed interest in a site visit, and we discussed the importance of 

interpretation for educational purposes and how this can potentially benefit and educate the 

community. Additionally, the committee is looking into writing a grant for funding the 

preservation and interpretation of the site.  

 Funding could help provide the installation of fencing required to enclose the area of 

marked and unmarked graves. In doing so the extant sites of interment would be protected and 

not left vulnerable as in their current state. Also, the idea of a gazebo and a small landscaped area 

with interpretative signage adjacent to the cemetery is a possibility for public admittance. 

Additionally, funds could help with the installation of an off-road and on-site parking area for 

2-4 cars. We also discussed involving boy scouts in need of service projects to attain eagle scout 

status—a gazebo would benefit the site and allow an area for respite, congregating, and 

interpretive signage.  

 Prior involvement by the State Archeological Research Division consisted of site 

assessment, archeological investigation, and the use of cadaver dogs. I am contacting Dr. Mary 

Glowacki State Archeologist and Chief of the Florida Bureau of Archeological Research in order 

to obtain any information that can assist my preservation plan. I hope to secure the assistance of 

the Department of State in defining and establishing recognition for this historic cemetery 

founded in Leon County during the Antebellum era as a burial ground for deceased African 

American enslaved workers from nearby plantations.  

Threats 
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 Weather is a threat to Munree due to its location and open setting exposing the materials 

to erosion and constant deterioration. Also, its open location makes it vulnerable to threats of 

physical violence and destruction, that could impact its extant historical materials.  Until 

preservation and restoration can begin, the site is literally open to investigation for vandals or 

other hostile and destructive individuals. These threats will be reduced if the site is protected by a 

locked fence that surrounds the grave-sites. 

IMAGES 
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Cover page photo, Phyllis Asztalos, Munree Cemetery, Tallahassee, Florida, October 12, 2018 

!  
Fig. 1. Phyllis Asztalos, Munree Cemetery, Tallahassee, Florida, October 12, 2018 
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Fig. 2 Phyllis Asztalos, Munree Cemetery, Tallahassee, Florida, October 12, 2018 
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Fig. 3 Phyllis Asztalos, Munree Cemetery, Tallahassee, Florida, October 12, 2018 
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Fig. 4 Phyllis Asztalos, Munree Cemetery, Tallahassee, Florida, October 12, 2018 

!  26



White stakes and stakes with yellow or orange flags indicate unmarked graves, located during 
different site investigations.  
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